CIVILISATIONS OF THE EAST

seems to have set out from the beginning to
discredit the Assembly. When I was m Pekin
the two Houses were meeting day after day
and doing no business because a quorum could
not be obtained, and this was due to the
deliberate abstension of the Chin-Pu-Tang
party, which is admittedly the party of the
President, and which, no doubt, was in his
pay. True, serious differences of policy had
developed between him and the southern
party He had contracted the quintuple loan
over the head of the Assembly in defiance of
their protest and in violation of the spirit, if
not the letter, of the constitution But the
fact that he did so is precisely an example
of what I should call his bad statesmanship.
What is worse, he was believed to be privy to
the assassination of Sung, the southern leader;
and as the facts have never been allowed to
come out in Court, he must continue to lie
under that suspicion. If the National Assem-
bly hitherto has been impotent and futile, the
fault, I believe, lies rather with the President
than with them.1 But these, after all, are

1 Since this was written, the President has dissolved
all elective bodies in, China) and made fonni.3^ an
absolute dictator.
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